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Special Inmnter-est
Frograms

Frogrammers 12 noon - Imperial Room
. Or. Meil Bennett

Chairman Neil Benmett was back froe his Australia trip
and in attendance, but the meeting was led by Jia
Hoisington as it has been for the past several months.
The potpourri of topics discussed inciuded: the nes
1.2¥b HC diskettes and how they differ from ather 9% tpi
diskettes. Only diskettes especiaily designed for these
drives, usually marked "HC" or "HD" should be used in
these drives. 3&0Kb diskettes can be read and writter in
the HC drive, but those which have been written cannot
reliably be read by a 340Kk drive.

The MicroFocus and Realia COBOL cospilers were dis-
cussed. ‘Both were thought very good, and the Realia
seeaed alaost completely cospatible with aainfrase COBOL.
dBase III's Softquard copy protection was discussed. One
meaber had his directories destroyed while trying to
"uninstall’ dBase from his hard disk. Several products
far recovering files and directories were recosmended,
including the Nerton Utilities and Disk Tool Kit {(former-
ly PC-iap). Copy protection scheses in general were
reviled by all present. One member warned that many of
the copy protection scheses that allow a program to be
'installed” on a hard disk are not cospatible and
installing more than one such may produce unexpected (and
undesirable} results.

Modems, internal and external, were then discussed.
2400 baud modens are already on the market and dropping
in pricej 4800 baud modeas are expected shortly. The
2400 baud standard is an international standard, unlike
the Bell 30¢ and 1200 baud standards which are not used
in Euraope. Carrington Dixon

Beginners 9:G0an - Embassy Roam

dohn Hall

BASIC 9:00 am ~ Ambassador Ra

John Kechane

de have both a new location and a new leader. Mike
Durbin has gone to Alabama. John Kechane will be

leading thic group. John says that the usual routine of
questions and answers will be followed. Mot knowing what
the blackboard/easel situation will be like at our new
Holiday Inn location, John suggests a discussion of the
600D bocks you've read on BASIC, He says, * ...there are
sose really obscure beoks out there which are clese to
useiess for anything in the real world.  Let’s forget
about those and concentrate on the good enes. Bring one
or two of vyour best BASIC hooks to the aeeting for show
and tell.” Editar

Business 12 noon - Eabassy Roos

Burke/Talbott/Fries

Representatives fros Hestern Union will talk about
Easylink. Easylink provides businesses which have access
to a computer and a =oder an extremely effective and
econorical means of comsunicatiens. - Bicky Burke

Beginning Assem %00 as - Iaperial Ra

John Holley

Getting (RelOrganized: We want to find out who's
interested in what, and see if we can work out a progras
which will accomodate the most interesting topics at the
experience level desired by as many people as posssible.
The general plan for each meeting is to have a structured
presentation on an announced topic for the first half
hour or so, then an apen forsat, question and answer,
get-your-problems-colved session the remainder of the
tige.

Next Topic: Braphic File Foraat Conversion. John Kolley

(For @ complete listing of room assigoments
and peeting tines, see page 5. Ed,)

A G ENDA A

Presentation for our April eeeting was not
deterpined at press time.

r\ltsezaa'i: Meetin =]

Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza

Apri l 1= 198 '
-

LBJ Freeway at Midway Road, Dallas, Texa:z_. ”Ew

{Schedule on page 5 - Map on page 2)
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Editorial

Mike Durbin has been a very active member of our User
Group for several years. In fact, you could say he is
one of our charter mesbers! He has been active in the
SIG prograam from day one, starting out as the leader of
the Beginners Group in August 1982, He wrote aany
articles for the newsletter under the "Beginners’ Corner®
banner, while leading the Beginners SIG. In early 1984,
Mike found a successor to lead the Begimners, and took
over as leader of the BASIC Applications group. He was
elected to the Board of Directers of NT IBM PC Users
Group in February of this year.

Hike Durbir is moving out of the Metroplex. He has
accepted a position in Huntsville, Alabama, with SCI
Systeas, Inc., a producer of electreonic subassemblies and
end user products. We’ll miss you, Mike. Good luck!

NOTTIGCE

Next sonth’s PC NEWS will include the annual
neaber telephone listing, If either your work
or hose phone nusber has changed since your
original membership application was subaitted,
thances are your listing in our files is
incorrect. Please notify Bob Russell, PC NEWS
Circulation Manager, if you have a change. If
you do not want your phone numbers published,
notify the Editor. Notification must be re-
ceived before April 24.

MNMext Meetinmng
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-« particularly LOTUS
by John Kechane

Spreadsheets are marvelous, and do great things with nua-
bers. It is important to consider what they can do. I
have LOTUS 1-2-3, and recently began using it for pre-
senting the monthly income and expense statements of the
Dallas chapter of the Data Processing Management Associa-
tion. Use of this spreadshest is a marvelous time and
effort saver, over the manual/calculator, typewriter
system of my predecessor as Treasurer.

The Dallas DPMA has 30 accourts, 7 for income, and 23 for
expenses.  Before 1985 began, five persons, including
ayself, served on a budget committee. Later the board
approved budget amounts for 1985. Each month the
treasurer ic to show that month’s cash incose and
expenses, expenditures for the year-to-date and budget
for that portion of the year, and for the entire year.
Using a cash systea of accounting, and relatively few
checks per month, LOTUS is super. Under LOTUS, coluan A
has the account nases, coluen B this month income
amounts, colusn C this aonth expense asounts, colusn D
year-to-date actual, incoee or expense. Coluan E is the
year-to-date budget, coluen F has the full year budget.
Those are the coluans we print.

We keep additional detail. January actual is in colusn
B, February in coluen H, and the other months are in
colusns I through T. Each row’s year-to-date income in
coluen D is giver by a formula, as the sua of coluans 6
through T, for that particular row. Similarly, each
year-to-date budget is calculated as that row's total
year budget, from coluan F, divided by 12, tises a
special unprinted field containing the month value, such
as "4" for fpril. A change in that unprinted field from
a value of "4" to a value of "5" will change all thirty
accounts’ year-to-date budget figures from 4/12 to 5/12
ot the year’s budget.

This month income and expense amounts, coluans B and C,
are also given by forsula, with two, not thirty, forsula
changes per aonth, by the use of the COPY coamand. One
change each month is for the income formulas, the other
for the expense formulas. For April, for exasple, each
of the 7 income accounts has a foraula in coluen B which
says take this row’s amount from colusn J. In May, each
of those 7 will say to take this row’s asount froa coluan
K. With the use of the COPY command, the modified
foraula only needs to be entered once., Dne use of the
COPY command will take care of the rest.

function,
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Though LOTUS is very helpful, it won’t do everything. You
probably already know that fros all the hype about Frase-
work and GSymphony, which include data base, cossunica-
tions, and sophisticated word-processing along with
spreadsheets, Even in it’s spreadsheet accounting
LOTUS has it’s limitations. For cash basis
accounting, with a small nuaber of monthly transactions,
as is the case with Dallas DPMA, it works well. If,
however, you’ve chosen accrual accounting, or if you have
sore than the twelve to twenty entries DPMA sees monthly,
you sight be well advised to look at some accounting
software. More of that later.

John a

E A S Y L I N OEKE
by Ricky -Burke

Easylink provides businesses which have access to a com-
puter and 2 modes an extresely effective and economical
means of cossunications. Letters and docusents may be
sent in one of three ways. If the recipient also has an
Easylink or Telex subscription, the docusent may be sent
through the electronic aail facility. Otherwise, it ctan
be sent to the nearest Western Union office, and fros
there be printed and sent by reqular mail, or by courier
for same day delivery. Overnight and 2 hour delivery is
available in all major U.5. cities at 40% less than con-
ventional express services (this is soon to be expanded
for world wide deliveries).

The electronic mail service also offers a bulletin hoard
service where anyone can read messages you post, and a
“group send” feature where a single message can be sent
sisultanecusly to several addresses.

Representatives from Western Union will talk about Easy-
link at the April meeting of the Business SIE.

- Ricky o

B

Cupy deadline foar
next month’s PC NEWS
is April 26!
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MicroAge
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“The Solution Store”

MICROAGE LEARNING CENTER

Class #150

INTRODUCTION TO WORDSTAR

Sec. E April 15 & 17 7:00 pm = 9:00 pm
Course Fee: $120

Class #200

INFORMATION BROKERING - SMALL BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY OF THE EIGHTIES

Sec. D April 20 9:00 am - 4:00 pn
Course Fee: $80

Class #250

INTRODUCTION TO FRAMEWORK

Sec. E April 15 & 19 6:30 pm - 9:30 pn
Course Fee: $120

Class #290

SYMPHONY WEEK

Sec. D April 15 = 19 9:00am - 4:00 pm
.Course Fee: $425

Class #300

PRESENTATION GRAPHICS

Sec. D April 10 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Course Fee: $40 '

Class #500

FRAMEWORK WEEK

Sec. C April 22 - 26 9:00am - 4:00 pm
Course Fee: 425

Class #520

INTRODUCTION TO DBASE

Sec. D April 23 & 24 6:30pm - 9:30 pm
Course Fee: 70

Class #550

USING MULTIMATE :

Sec. C April 16 & 17 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Course Fee: $75

Class #720

ADVANCED DBASE II -

Sec. C April 23 & 24 6:30pm - 9:30 pm
Course Fee: 90

SEATING FOR EACH COURSE IS LIMITED AND ALL REGISTRATIONS

MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE. WE ALSO HAVE SOME OTHER COURSES

AVAILABLE, PLEASE CALL MICROAGE COMPUTER STORES AT (214)-348~

3465 TODAY. : .
MicroAge Computer Stores * 11601 Plano Road #108 e Dallas, Texas 75243 * (214) 348-1523
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Ergonomics For You
and Your Computer
by Sandy Bogaert

This article is a reprint fron
the January, 1385 newsletter of
the faatear Lonputer Group of
Hew dersey.

Have you ever gone hose after @ long day at your
cosputer with your neck asuscles se tight that you
couldn’t turn your head?

To end your aches and pains, you might choase ta buy an
ergonomically designed chair and desk, Ergonomics,
translated from Latin, means "work Management". Most
experts agree that a wmore practical meaning is
"flexibility in the work place.”

Desk-top computer users most commonly ceaplain about
back and neck aileents, circulation problems and
eyestrain. The goal of ergonomically designed furniture
is to ease these strains through flexibility, The
furniture should adapt to the person, not vice versa.

GELECTING A CHAIR:  Because the human body coses in a
staggering diversity of shapes and sizes, designing the
perfect chair ic no easy task.

Sese things to consider in seiecting a chair!

t. The front of the chair should be rounded off to avoid
restricted flow in the user’s legs.

[

. The seat cushion should have only light padding so
that pressure areas can change easily.

3. The seat material should be of a porous material to
allow body heat to dissipate.

4, Backrest should be high enough te hit the lower
inches of the shoulder blade. The bottoa of the
backrest should support the vertebrae at the base of
the spine, helping the back to hold a slight forward
arch.

3. Seat height from the floor should be adjustable & to
? inches up or down.

fpril 1983

Footrests should be provided: For shorter people who
nust raise their chairs to work at the desk’s level, and
for improving the angle of the foot when it is in a
resting position.

SELECTING A DESK:  W®hen using a computer on a standard
desk, many users must compensate for ‘furniture
inflexibility. They shift themselves around by leaning
forward, backward or tc the side, or they stretch or
slouch to adjust to the machine’s height,

Ergonomically designed desks should be adjustable to
alsost any position. They typically include a split
desk top - one half for the cosputer screen and the
other half for the keyboard. Each halt should aove
independently and should tilt forward and backward.
Height adjustment is also isportant. The desk should be
designed so that the controls on the computer are within
pasy reach. Users should not have to raise their
shoulders or slouch te coafortably use the keyboard.

The Matienal Institute of Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), a Federal government research organization,
recently conducted 2 study that showed that workers,
while sitting in ergonosic office environsents, iaproved
productivity by a drasatic 24.7%.

A well designed desk and chair may cure the pains of
working in medern offices and may help improve
productivity as well.

Sandy Bogaert a

Meetinmng L ocation
This month our meeting will be at Holiday Inn, Crowne

Plaza, LBJ and Nidway Rd. Meeting times and rooas are
as follous!

ROOM ASSIGHNMENTS

-

Roor

v . . 12 .1 . 2
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Eabassy Beginners

Main Neeting |-~=--m---c-ceee-e
10:00 - 11:30
Plaza Ballroom

Imperial

fAssesbly |
i

Ashassador BASIC

Continental v E N B O R §
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DISK OF THE MONTH
by Doug Mindhaa

APRIL HIGHLIGHTS

I you are looking for a specific type of public-dosain
prograa, please let me know what you are looking for. I
see hundreds of programs each aonth and sust select just
a few diskettes full each month. I do not make copies of
everything I see because 1 try to elisinate soae poor
quality, or old versions of prograams already in the
library.

APRIL 1985 - {Double-sided 9-sector)

PC-WRITE Version 2.4 by Bob Wallace from Buicksoft. The
new features include decimal tabs, wmore printers sup-
ported (45 config files), all keys can be defined (like
Prokey or Newkey}, repaging, and more. PC-WRITE will
work on the PCjr with 128k.

PDOO33 (Double-sided)

TINE AND MONEY is a simple monitoring and planning
progras for controlling home finances by Dan Marcellus,

The. program will work with any IBM personal computer,
including PCjr, if it has 128K of memory, and at least
one double-sided floppy disk. It is compatible with DOS
1.1, 2.0, or 2.1, 1t will work equally well in color or
black and white. A USER-SUPPORTED PROGRAN. (froa the
Fort Worth IBN-PC User Broup.)

PDO034

{Double-sided)

PCNEWS article database done like LETUS A-B-C for the
club newsletter. This is Carrington Dixon's idea and
work. Thanks a lotit!

ASYNC.ASM, IOCTL.ASM and TERM.C are froa the bulletin
board run by "Computer Language Magazine". They are part
of an article in the March 1985 issue of that magazine
on M5-DOS device drivers. IOCTL.A is a medification of
I0CTL.ASH to seet the requirements of the asseabler that
comes with the DeSmet C compiler; ASYNC was assembled
with IBM’s MASM Version 2.0. As it exists, all of this
does NOT add up to a working terminal program., The
author, Mike Higgins, has generously given permission to
use the software without restriction. ASYNC.ASH should

-LT0007
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be of interest to anyone wishing to write a DOS device
driver for whatever purpose. {contributed by Carrington
Dixon)

SNIFT_LOG from Swift Software of Dallas. Swift Software
has contributed a demo version of their computer usage
logging prograa. As well as keeping logs of date and
time a person logs on and off and what account he was
working on, it will sort and print reports on log data
collected. {contributed by Karen Thibodeau) ‘

______ {Double-sided)
SINTERM is a Hewlett Packard-like tersinal simulation to
a UNIX (ta) systes by Jim and Eric Holtman. The complete
source in Pascal, Asseabler, and € is included.

PD0034

: {Double-sided)

SNALL-C:PC is a coampiler that runs under PC-DOS on the
IBM Personal Cosputer (PC).  The source input to the
coapiler is written in seall-r, a subset of the C pro
graseing language. The compiler outputs symbolic assea
bly language cade that can be assesbled on the PL using
the ASH or MASM assesbler prograss available from IBM.

______ {Double-sided)
LETUS A-B-C database for the third quarter of 1984 cover-
ing PC Magazine, Byte, PC Tech Journal, and PC World.

LT0008 {Double-sided)

LETUS A-B-C database for the third quarter of 1984 cover-
ing Business Cosputing, Softalk, PCjr, PC Week, Peanut,
PC Products, and PCjr World.

EX0013 (Double sided)

The IBN EXCHANGE diskette #13,
been received at press tise.
meeting, check for it there.

dated March, 1983 has not
It should be ready at the

DEFINITIONS
Definition of terms used in the club library:

DON (Disk Of the Month) - the program{s) I think will be
of most interest and use to the meabers. »
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DISK OF THE MONTH (continued)

PD {Public Domain) - contains public domain, FREEWARE,
SHAREWARE, and other user supported prograas that are of
interest and use to sembers,

LT {LeTus) - iz the magazine article database for use
with PC-FILE III.

EX {EXchange} - Newsletters, sample programs, desos, and
announcements from IBM User Group Support. This disk-
ette is mailed to the club =ach aonth.

DISCLATMER

We copy these programs as a service to the club and the
eegbers of the club. We try to test all programs, but we
DD NOT WARRANT THE PROGRAMS 1IN ANY WAY. YOU MUST DECIDE
IF & PROGRAM IS GUITABLE FOR YDUR SYSTEM. If you ask, we
will tell you what we know about any prograe, but the
final decision to buy and/or use these prograss is yours.
We will qladly and without question exchange an
unreadable diskette for one of the sase prograa.

EXCHANGE

April 1985

For each new diskette of software contributed, you say

select any diskette in the club library in e:change. The
contributions will be reviewed before credit is issued at

the next meeting.
MAIL ORDERS

fis long as the mesbers use it, I will fill asail orders
on the following basis. All orders must have paysent
enclosed and addressed to: Doug Windhae, DOM Chairman, PO
Box 475205, Garland, Tx, 73047. Postage and handling
pust be enclosed per the following: & .50 per diskette
ordered with a $2,00 MINIMUM charge, and $1.00 postage
for each catalog.

DISK DETAILS

Price: $6.00 (except 2-diskette packs $8)

thas READNE file froe each diskette in
$3.00 or return cataleg diskette with §

Catalog Diskette
club library):

Available at the meeting, before and after the general
peetings. Media: DSDD 5 1/4" diskettes foreatted without
DOS {320k). Public doeain software only, standard full
disclaimers. Call disk of the month chairman Doug
Hindham at 278-3321 any time (have answering machine! to
contribute new programs for futwre Disk of the Menth

ALl mepbers of the club are encouraged to contribute  issues. AIl back issues are be available at the meeting
copies of public domain prograss te the club library. and by mail order {see note abovel. a
.0 PRINTERS
00 .‘. BOOKS Ly
. . Mastering Symphony ......... $22.95 CRIl Parallel LQ ............. $375.00
ProgramminginC .............. 18.95 FX80 ..o iiieeen 349.00
Think Tank Book B RXBO sz nmmmsns .35 50008 fa e e 235.00
Running MS DOS " Prices good as
Wordstar Made Easy ............ 11.95 long as
PAWS FOR supply .
AT D s oBe
UPPLIES
GRE EALS BUSINESS
C A Lucite Dust Covers............. $15.50 0 o 00 °
® @ NEW PRODUCT Roll-top disk box-
holds 100 diskettes.............. 31.25
gm:ﬂ Pr;\ter Rack .............. 15.00 Lalest version of Multimate
ards, on
Oberon Omni-Scan will read & page of c:ntir?uous L (-1-+ [ PR 8.1 wuth its own
text into your own word processor. The P —— pt.;r-f. : Speller ..........ocviun $371.25
ideal solution to multiple computer paper ........ 11.25 Wordstar 2000 .............. 371.25
systems that need to share the same Rolodex cards Data Base Manager !l ........ 221.25
files. Print them out on one computer standard forms, dBaselll .............ceeiiiis 521.25
and read them into the other. Connects other disk S,deklck ........................ 45.00
to computer with serial interface. boxes in Sideways .........cciviiniinann. 45.00
. . stock.
. ) Wiidcat Computing, Inc.
BOAHDS_.‘. ‘ 1830 Avenue K
Plano, Texas 75074 g
214) 424-3582
Grande Byte memory for \ PC MOUSE m {11“)w‘.. Main _
AT-128k installed mem. ...... $295.00 With Paint. Use this smooth- Lewisville, Texas 75067
STB Graphix Plus il ........... 371.25 rolhng gadget to draw high quality Metro 436-7322
Hercules Graphics ............ 389.00 pictures.
Quadcolor! .................. 250.00 Mouse with Paint ............ $173.25 PC-2-85
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COMPUTER BOOKS

For Learning, Teaching, and Quick Reference

The Illustrated dBASE II Book
$16.95

Learning TI-99/4A Home Computer Assembly
Language Programming

$16.95

The Hlustrated Multiplan Book

$16.95

The Illustrated DataStar Book

With Maiimerge and SuperSort

$16.95

The Illustrated EasyWriter 1I Book

$16.95

The Mustrated MS/PC DOS Book
$15.95

Cracking the Peanut: Your PCjr Companion
(Featuring Telecommunications)

TYPESETTING
WITH YOUR PC!

Turn your pc into a typesetter with help
from Wordware Access. Send your data
directly to us via your modem. or deliver
it to us on floppy diskette.

Seminars are forming now to show you
how to prepare typeset books, catalogs.
brochures, and other presentation-
quality materials using your pc.

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT UPCOMING TYPESETTING
SEMINARS.

Wordware Access
(214).423-0090

Bulletin Board

The Complete pfs: Book
$19.95

Writing and Publishing on your Microcomputer
$13.95

From BASIC to 8086/8088 Assembly Language
$19.95

The Illustrated Symphony Book
$17.95

The Illustrated Lotus 1-2-3 Book
$17.95

The lustrated TK!Solver Book
$17.95

Your Income Tax in 1.2-3 (with diskette)
$29.95

10% DISCOUNT FOR PC USER GROUP
MEMBERS. ORDER TODAY!

CALL (214) 423-0090
OR VISIT US IN PLANO

N4

b4
COLUN CREEK MALL ]
D E SUMMIT AVE.
2 O\,
PLANO PKWY. b4
Iz WORDWARE
=2

Wordware Publ'i'shing, Inc.
1104 Summit Avenue
Plano, TX 75074
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Communmnications
Fackages
ETZTS or Less

by Ken Goosens

This article is a reprint from the Japaary, 1983
editian of Capitel PL Nonitor, the newsletter by
the 1BM-PL Users’ Grouwp in Kashinglan, BC.

fn adequate communications package must work
on a Hayes Compatible modes, store directories of
nuabers, dial until connected, allow text files to be
sent and incoming transaissions to be captured to disk,
suppart up and down load of non-text files using XMODEM,
and allow log ons to be automated. The three best
packages that cost no more than $35 are PC-TALK, PC-
DIAL, and OQMODEM. A1l are highly satisfactory but
BMODEM is the easiest to use, PC-TALK iz the most
powerful, and PC-DIAL is the best for automating
comaunication. More expensive programs can be justified
if you need terminal emulation, hosting, prograssable
copaunication,  unattended transmission, extremely
reliable error checking, special protocals, or if vou
need to run programs on a reecte cosputer.

Supmary.

Don’t Buy More Tham You Really Need

#nyone needing comamunications software should check low
cost programs first. Since the price can’t be beaten,
the only question is whether the perforsance is
adequate for your needs.

Three of the best low cost cossunications programs for
the IBM-PC and compatibles are PC-TALK, PC-DIAL, and
BMODEM.  PC-TALK and PC-DIAL are written in Basic, and
OMODEM in Turbo Pascal, and all include asseabler
subroutines. These are wmarketed as freeware, which
seans that people are encouraged to give away the
program at no charge to others. The advantage to you is
that vyou don’t have to pay befare you try the progras.
Persons using the package are asked to send a voluntary
contribution to the author. Most user groups including
the Capital PC Club, distribute them on bulletin boards
or disks.

¥hat’s the Catch?

There is no catch. The programs work well, They are
easy to use. They comse with docuaentation. There are
no hidden charges. On every standard-documentation,
ease of use, learnability, error #ree perforaance,
capabilities, and even support-these packages rival good
commercial software.
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Low cost packages are not feature-poor cousins of more
expensive ones. Some capabilities were first developed
on the freeware comsunications packages!  Freeware
packages made XMODEM the standard, and coseercial

packages were forced to add XNODEM by the sarketplace.

Most commercial packages had a ‘“proprietary” error
checking protacol instead. Support for ANSI coamands
allow the host to control the screen of the caller, and
ausic {as supported by Basic play commandl, were
pioneered by freeware packages, and have yet to be
incorporated into -any comsercial packages. And only
freeware versions allow 300 baud sodems to run at 430.

Total novices may fear that they need help getting
started. Does support from the vendor justify paying
for a package? The best help in getting started comes
not from cossercial firas or retail stores, but from the
user groups and more experienced individuals. And there
the low cost software is the most widely used, so there
is actually more and better help available for the low
cost packages than the cosmercial ones! And PC-TALK and
BMODEM are among the easiest to learn of all
cossunications packages. -

1f the low cost packages are so good, why would anybody
pay $100 and more for a comsercial package? Mest
chouldn’t. The low cost programs set a standard of
performance which a commercial package will have to beat
in order to be worthwhile. The only good reasen for
paying mere is that you need additional capabilities
which only the cosaercial prograes have.

The Basic Capabilities

Any communications package that does the following will
be fully adequate for sost persons’ needs.

0  Runs with a reliable, standard modem

The Hayes Smartmodem is the sarket standard for the IBN-
PC, so you should have a special reason to get anything
besides a Hayes coapatible modes. But beware! many so
called Hayes compatible modeas will not run all software
that runc on a Hayes.

0  Stere Telephone numbers and comaunications profiles
for thes.

This is the sinisal "data base" a comsunications progras
needs. You don’t want to have to interactively reset
baud rate and other paraseters every time you call a
nusber.
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' {continued)

0  Two cosmunications parameter settings: even parity,
7 data bits, 1 stop bit; and no parity, 8 data
bits, 1 stop bit.

0 Dial a specified number; dial a nusber from a
stored directory; dial until connected.

The only way you will be able to get onto busy host
systeas is to keep dialing until you connect, which
should set off an audible alars so that you don’t have
to sit in front of the computer just watching it
repeatedly dial a busy nuaber.

0 Capture ihtp:ing_transnisiiun in a filej send text
(ASCII) files.

0 Send énﬁ receive files using the XMODEM protacol.

What you really need is a way to transsit files that
aren’t text, like compiled gases, and to be able to
check for transeission errors on npisy lines with
automatic re-transmission when errors are detected.
IMODEM is the only standard error checking protocol
widely supported on microcosputers.

i} hutdnﬁte procedures for logging on to host
 cosputers.
You usually have to go through a "log in* procedure to

get onto a host cosputer.
seves tiee and typing errors.

Automating such procedures

& Comparison

The following is a point by point cosparison of PC-TALK,
PC-DIAL, and ONODEM. GMODEM is the sase as PC-TALK
except where noted. '

{. Cost {vnlﬁntiry contribution)
PC-TALK.

. PC-DIAL.
QNODEN.

£33
$25
$10

2. Source Code Distributed?
PC-TALK.

PC-DIAL.
NODEM,

Yes.
No.
No.

5.

&.

10

‘issue Alt-B to redail until connected.
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Modes Support.

PC-TALK.  Prograssed for Hayes. Dial comsand can be
reset for other modeas.

PC-DIAL.  Not set for any modem. Works with any
rodes, but you have to know your sodem commands.

ONODEM. Supports Hayes, Qubie, Racal-Vadic. Select
in configuration.

How it stores directories.

PC-TALK, Keeps data base of up to 60 numbers.
Stores profile for each,

PC-DIAL. User has to store PC-DIAL coasands and
moder cossands in an external file which is created
and edited outside of PC-DIAL. - The nusbers you can
dial are limited only by storage space on a disk.

@-MODEN. Stores up to 200 numbers. Same as PC-TALK
except that it does not support stripping
{rempving/substuting  characters) or pacing
{controlling transeission speed).

How do you dial?

PC-TALK. AIt-D accesses the dialing directory.
Select M for manual, or a nuaber by its order in the
list {1-40).

PC-DIAL. User issues modem command {e.g. ATDTS37-
7475 for Hayes). By embedding a dialing comeand in
a file you can select the nusber to dile by a file
name. :

OMODEN. Same as PC-TALK, except that sust select
*D* for "DIAL® after Alt-D. 1"

Repeat dial until connected.

PC-TALK. After a nusber dialed and not answered,
Time between

redial can be set.

PC-DIAL. Has special repeat commands in which you
eabed dial command. Redials every minute.

ONODEM. Same as PC-TALK, except I could not get
this feature to work with version 2.80 that 1
tested. Erroneously detected connection. Aleost
certainly this will be fixed by the tiae you read
this. »
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{continued}

7. Comsunications paraseters.

PC-TALK.  Parity even, odd, none, mark, space.
. Select nusber of data and step bits. Alt-F to set
default profile. Promspted thru options.

PC-DIAL.  Same capabilities. Stere profile in
external file. F3 to teaporarily set default for a
session.

Capture and send.

PC-TALK.
data.

Press PgDn or Alt-R to capture incoming
Polp or Alt-T to send. Proapts for filenaae,

PC-DIAL. F! to receive. F7 to send. F9 to send one
line at a tiee (each F? sends next line). Prompts
for filename

9. Error checking file transeission.

PC-TALK. Append "=x" to filename in capture/send to
get YMODEM.

PC-DIAL. Sase.

OMODEM.  Specify protocol froa senu option before

giving filename.

10. Log on procedures.

PC-TALK. Can assign strings to functions keys.

PC-DIAL. - Store coamands and responds {entire
session) in external file, and send line at a tiee.

Three Versions of PC-TALK

The original vendor of PC-TALK put out an official
release called PC-TALK I1I. But this release has failed
to keep pace with the many ' enhancesents created by
users, so that upgrades to PC-TALK are now effectively
being distributed and maintained by the user comaunity.
There are two different versions; one stesaing from Drom
Stickle, and the other known as BBS-TALK, or PCTxxx
where xxx is a version nusber, PCTS0! is the one that I
regulary use and recossend. Though by the time you read
this newer releases will probably exist.

The new versions ov PC-TALK have sose very nice
enhanceaents,

line rather than each character as it is typed. 3101

such as the ability to transamit an entire
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emulation, support for subdirectories, a hang up command
and support for susic and ANSI color. The leading edge
for cosmunications software is the public comsunity.

A Comparison

All three packages - PC-TALK, PC-DIAL, and GMODEN -
satisfy the basic criteria of adequacy and are roughly
functionally equivalent. A1l have further capabilities
not discussed here, and each has some distinct
advantages. Only PC-TALK supports ‘“pacing” a
transeission by a prompt sent by the hostj only PC-DIAL
supports line at a tise transmission of a filej and only
OMODEM supports pop up menus that overlay part of a
screen and disappear when answered.

The major differences are more in how thay do it whan
what they do. PC-TALK is self-contained and has built-
in procedures for reading and storing associated
information in files. PC-DIAL, however, requires a
ctand-alone editor to create such files. PC-DIAL is the
only package that works with any modea. PC-TALK and
OMODEK have the advantage that the user need not know
anything sbout the internal sodes cosmands f{e.g. that
tourh tone dialirg is ATDT), but PC-DIAL requires ‘the
user to know how to instruct the modes. PC-TALK and
OMDDEM use the special keys (chiafly the Alt key) to
issue tomsands, whereas PC-DIAL uses the function keys.
Help in FC-TALK is obtained by pressing HONE, which
displays all the coamands, whereas PC-DIAL uses a bottom
ctatus line to display shat the furction keys do.

PC-DIAL has one major feature not in the others. You
can "send a file" a line at a time. PC-DIAL interprets
whatever is in the file, looking for a backsiash {\) to
cignal coesands te it, and sending the rest to the modes -
just as if these lines mere entered from the keyboard.
Only one non-coasand to PC-DIAL is sent at 2 tisme, in
effect allowing the user to manually pace transmission
by pressing F9 to get the next line. By turning on
"Peek" you can see in advance what line is next in the
file. One can therefore script out sessiens on a host
and mix in cosmmands with responses to the host. This
pakes PC-DIAL much better for automating cosmunications
than the others, which offer only the ability to attach
strings te keystrokes, which are difficult to resesber.

OMODEM impleaents the functions in PC-TALK III, but the
only additional feature it adds is Alt-H for hanging up.
QMODEM does leave out the ability to "strip® and "pace”,
which are seldom needed but are essential when working
on sose mainframes. The newer, user supported versions
of PC-TALK are therefore distinctly sore powerful than
DMODEM.  OMODEM, however, is even friendlier and easier

te learn and use than PC-TALK.  QMODEM does not scroll
»
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* Make Polaroid full color 35mm Instant
‘Slides or prints of computer-generated
images using IBM, Appie lle, Apple Il + or
DEC Rainbow personal computers and
compatible software packages.

* Fast, professional way to go from the PC
screen to the AV screen.

* Do-it-yourself, right at your own desk.

The new Polaroid Palette Computer image Recorder is here!

THURSDAY APRIL 25 9am-4pm WESTON HOTEL[

PLEASE CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
PRESENTED BY METROPOLITAN IN ASSOCIATION WITH POLAROID]

801 AUENUE K * SUITE 4 « PLAND « TEHAS « 75074
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{continued)

away its coeeands like PC-TALK. It resoves messages
from the screen that are no longer needed rather than
leaving a confusing clutter. It uses more prompts than
PC-TALK {e.g. it proapts for protocol). It explains
options. Faor exasple, when setting defaults, it gives a
text explanation of what each default means, and
displays what each nusber code for colors represents.

PC-TALK and EMODEM are easier to learn than PC-DIAL
because they transparently manage the sodes and
asspciated files without having to use an exterpal

editor. About thz only aodes cosmands ever used,
however, are dial (ATDT), hang up {ATH), and initialize
{ATZ). Once yeu understand these and how to use an

editor to create the profile and script files, PC-DIAL

can be faster and easier to use.
Bhat You Don’t Get

Low cost communications packages show that you can get 2
lot eore than you pay for, but they don’t give you
everything you might need. The following types of
capabilities are generally ahsent or weak.

] Terainal Emulation.

Most large computers, such as Data Beneral, DEC, and
IBM, assuse that a particular type of terminal is
attached. They expect certain keys to be available on
the keyboard, and certain cosmands to control the screen
{what clears it, what positions the cursor at line 10,
coluan 5, etc.!. The problem is that different brands
of terminals generally have different keyboards and
screen coesands.  The only way the PC can properly run
on such machines is to "emulate® the assumed terminal,
which basically requires it to convert terminal comsands
and keystrokes to their eguivalents for each computer.

@  Hosting.

PC-TALK and PC-DIAL have no special capabilities for
answering the phone and turning you computer into a host
for others. - Mor will they support allowing people to
resotely run jobs on the host cosputer.

0  Completely Automated Log On.

This saves time and alsoc makes it easy for novices ta
use comeunications, In the extreme case, the user need
only boot the disk to get onto a host cosputer. O the
user can select a host by typing in a2 single word, like
CYBER, SOURCE, D6, DOWJONES. Nane of the three packages

“string.
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can be invoked with parameters to specify what they are
te do, and nene allows coapletely unattended lag on.
Look for a package that can wait between transmissions,
either for & fixed amount of time or for a specified
This sisulates the way people log on. When you
see the prompt for user ID, vyou answer it. After the
prompt for password, you type that in, and so on. The
best spolution is to have built in prograseing comeands.
It has to he flexible enough to handle cases where the
prospte may not always be the same and the time between
thea varies.

B Unattended communication.

It should be possible to automate entire comaunication
sessions between machines. For example, you may want to
put into production the transmission of data from
regional offices to a hose office.

0  Extresely Reliable Transeission.

XMODER gives you 99.41
transmitting financial data,
gean billions of dollars.
reliability.

reliability.,  But when
changing one digit could
Then you must have higher

D  Special Protocols.

I+ you are transaitting data to larger computers and
need errar checking for high reliability, you must smatch
whatever protocol the larger machine supports. Don't
expect thea to cupport IMODEM, which origirated on 8 bit
microcosputers.

0  Remote forms processing and data base applications.
Would you like vyour comeunications package to allow
other persons to dial into it, be presented with foras

tae fill out, and retrieve requested inforsation froe a
data base based on requests? Mot these packages. »

|

e \

MARION CWUTLER
e
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BT3IZIED or L_Leses of low cost software, you still will have inexpensively
{continued) learned how to use comsunications.  OHMODEM is

: outstanding for ease of use. PC-TALK has power beyond

What’s Better? the basics while still being easy to use, will resain

. o ‘the best supported and most enhanced communications
Crosstalk and Telios are two very good cosmunication  paciage, and can be custos modified for special needs.
packages that are in the next tier of capabilities and  prpim requires more understanding of cosaunications
are modestly priced. Crosstalk is especially good at  ang g harder to learn. It's major advantage is that it
automating comsunications and interfacing with another is distinctly better for scripting out coseunications

cosputer running crosstalk. The only software that sessions and does introduce users to the concept of
integrates calling, hosting, and data base managesent is automating comsunications.  But to autosate many
MIST+, which is 2 communications programsing language. applications a package will be necessary that has a more
Especially strong in terminal esulation is the package powerful communications prograssing language.

Softera.

. ¥hat’s best ic what’s best for ydu, and you know your
Reconendations own needs. Put together your own requirements. Then
find out what is available on the market, and evaluate

It you are a novice to cosputers and cosmunications, thes yourself.

don’t spend a lot of money on cossunications software.

. o Ken Goosens &
Even if your needs eventually outpace these capabilities

— —— —

At last. Fast, free-form graphics. . .for only $49.95

MonoGrafx — S
The Quick Draw Artist - —
_ . LR

MonoGrafx is a unique full-screen N - ol e L
graphics editor. . . works with mono- e B3 I—' Committen , P

chrome, color, and graphics cards. o T

= \'f 3 .ﬁw_ o DIRECT
Now you can easily create impressive P U Bl e
graphics on your computer. Better still, L e .

"":.- .
what you see is what you print. . .on A Pt S \
: ; p
any one of over 40 printers. bt C ~

Estimated Morldwice Merket for
Fersonsl Cosputers in Business

Ask your dealer for a demonstration. . .
or send $3.00 for a demo disk to:
Analytics International, Inc. o
17 Oakland Avenue

Arlington, Massachusetts 02174
(617) 641-0400

0

See review in
3/85 issue wrsre

Requirements: IBM PC [or compatible} with 128K and DOS 2.0 or later.
MonoGrafx is a trademark of Analytics International. 1BM is a trademark of IBM Corporation.
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DISKETTE CATALODGE

North Texas 1BM PC Users Broup April, 1985

All members may order any diskette fros the club libra-
ry, and have it mailed to thea.
ahle with description sheets for all diskettes listed
below 1§21 each).

PRICING: %56.00 per diskette {85.45 + .33 sales tax) plus

$,30 postage and handling for each diskette.
($2.00 minimum postage and handling.)

Diskettes available:
diskette decired.)

DOHS (Disk of the Month)

{pleasze check box to left of

Jan.-Games & Songs (TICTACTO, POMB, MISSLE, etc)
Feb.-Maze & Utils (WSCONY, PAC-GAL)

fpr.-Games (GOMOKU, PACMAN) & RATIONAL BASIC

Hay -Games (YAHTIEE, BLACKJCK, OTHELLD, etc)
July-Bames (CHESS,NFL-PIKS,ELIZA,BBOX,HAGICSE,etc)
Bug.-Utilities (WS custom files, SGED editor, etc)
fict.-CHASM (Cheap Assembler with documentation)
Nov.-747, SPOOLER, TRUCKER, MAP{StateskCapitals)

1984 :

Jan.-Sample PASCAL source programs
Feb.-1Ringy-Dingy,Math Tutor,Hobbit gaase,Worldeap
Mar.-Games {HOPPER,HOMOPOLY,STARLANE, % 12 others)
May -PC-ENTRY, NEWKEYS, Flowchart with LOTUS 1-2-3
June-IBN UG Newsletter (First issue of EXCHANGE)
fug.-PC Personal Graphics, PC-TOUCH, & BAT (EBL)
Sep.-Balaxy Trek,UTIL&Corewar

Nov.~-Games (X-HING, SERHOLF, KANEARDD, RACECAR, kothers)
Dec.-Whizzard BASIC Speedup

1985

[_1 Jan.-BASIC Professar (BASIC tutorial},Word pracess
_ ing for kids,HELP for DOS 2.0,% DIGIDRAM

[_] Feb.-PC-FILE.III Ver. 3.0 Data Management Systea
[_1 Mar.-PC-TAX84 Ver B4.BC 1984 Federal Income Tax
[_1 Apr.-PC-WRITE Z.4 word processor froe Quicksoft

(1
(1
[1
[1]
{.]
[1
[]
(]

[1
{1
£1
[.1
1
[.]
[1
[1
{1

Public Dosain, FREEWARE, and User-supported software

PD 82 -Utilities, XDIR, BAT, CLEAN, % SOUISH

PD #3 -LADYBUG Turtle Graphics {LOGO)

PD #4 -UTIL,GPEED41!!Speeds up diskette 1/0),&SWLPT
PD #3 -DND {Dungeons & Dragons) adventure game

PD #6 -Freecalc(Spreadsheet) & Microfccounting

P %7 -Games {HANGMAN, JANMER,MOON) & I2-BUILDER Series
PD #8 -Utils, Finance,DBASE II mailing label system
PD #% -PC Firing Line/PC Underground Newletter

PD #11-REBS-PC (Remote Bulletin Board Systes)

PD #12-Utilities (Printer, RAM disk, disk utils)

PD #13-EPISTAT(BASIC program for stat. analysis)

PD #14-Finance Manager V3.0 (Dbl-entry bookkeeping)
PD #15-Asseably Language class examples

PD #17-dBASE II Acct,foras letter,library,etc

PD #1B-Ultra Utilities!Zap,File,Format,Hind,Dpti

PD $19-Lotus Fedtax 84 wks,STOKTRAK,other worksheets
PD 820-Utility 1-2-3{ASCII Chars.,Print control,etc.)
PD #21-PC-TALKS and JR-TALK (PC-TALK I11 for PCir)
PD $22-POWER worksheets (LOTUS 1-2-3 L& only)

PD #23-FREECOPY (DISKCOPY) with MASM source  {360k)

CATALOG DISKETTE avail-

fpril 1983

PD #24-CIP DATA BASE DEMD {380k} {2 disks --- $8)
PD #25-DESKTOP 1-2-3 FOR LOTUS 14 ONLY {360k}
PD #26-EamestMusic-Bbert,Digger,% Pango
P

)
8]
]
]

P} #27-Utilities-LB,RECALL,FIL,0ki Print Setup,etc

€ _J*FD #28-C Source to utilities,BREP, KERMITPC, etc.

PD #29-FEDTAX84 Updated and 21 other worksheets

]
[ ] PD #30-TIMELOG, BAMNER, and STARFINDER

(TP #31-PC-VT Ver 7.4 with XMODEM and Hayes dialer

PD #32-Benealogy on Display V3.0 {360k}
PD #33-TIHE AND MONEY (Home Finances Prograe)

PD ¥34-PCNEWS xref, AGYNC.ASH, IDCTL.ASH, L SWIFT_LO6

1
]

L
L
{

gg %PB $35-SIMTERM (terminal simulator to UNIY {te))

PD #36-SHALL-C:PC (C compiler that generates .ASM}
LETUS A-B-C iMag article database - use w/PC-FILE III)

LT #{-1982 - Softalk, PC, PC Age, Byte

LT #2-1983 - Softalk, PC {Jan-dun), PL-Age

LT #3-1983 - PC Horld,PC{July-Dec},PC Tech Journal,

& Byte

[_1LT #4-1984 - 1st Btr-Byte,PC Age,PC Magazine,PCjr,
PCjr World PC Tech Journal,t Softalk

[_1LY #5-1984 - Ind Btr-PC Magazine,PC World,PC Tech
dournal,and Byte

[_ LT #5-1984 - Iad Otr-PC ﬁge,Suftalk,PEjr,Per Horld,
Peanut, ard PC Products ;

[_1LT #7-1984 - 3nd Btr-PC Magazine,PC World,PC Tech
Journal, and Byte

[_1 L7 #8-1984 - 3nd Otr-Business Computing,Softalk,
PCjr, PCjr World, Peanut, PC WEEK, and

PC Products

!
{1
[

EXCHANGE Mewletters from IBK User Group Support

_J EX #2 -EXCHAMBE fApril 1984

_1 EX #3 -EXCHANGE May 1984

_J EX #4 -EXCHANGE June 1984

_J EX ¥3 -EXCHANGE July 1984

_1 EX #b -EXCHANGE Aug. 1984

_Y EX #7 -EXCHANGE Aug. Part 2 1984

_1 EX #8 -EXCHANGE Sept. 1984

_1 EX #% -EXCHANGE Oct. 1984

_1 EX #10-EXCHANGE Oct. Announ. 1984 {340k)
_J EX #11-EXCHANGE Nov. 1984

_V EX #12-EXCHANGE Dec. A & B 1984 (3460k 2disk $8)
_1 EX BI3-EXCHANBE Jan. 1985

_1 EX #14-EXCHANGE Feb. 1985

_J EX #15-EXCHANGE March 1983

[_1 DEMD#!-IBM Writing Assistant {NO print,or I/D to
diskette)
[_1 DEMO#2-BDS, TEMKEY,MEDIA MAGICIAN,and SPEED READING

{2-disk sets $8)
{$2.00 aininue)

$6.00 x boxes checked = ______._ ____
% .30 » boses checked .

o

© $3.00 CATALOG DISKETTE = _ .

15

Total amount enclosed _____ . ___
Please make check payable to
and send orders to :
Doug Windhae
DM Chairean
PO Box 475205
Garland, Tx. 75047-3205

Send to:
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Four lines free each month to members, otherwise
cost is 13 cents per word. Mail ads to the Editor.

oy ——— e e——
dBASE I1I: Training, pruirausing &k design.
Custoeized agElica 1oens & PC instruction.

S & Assoriates
—_—— (214) 823-5839

Sty - -

BUSINESS ANALYSIS, SYSTEM DESIGN,  PROGRAMMING:
John Keohane;j MBA, University of Cﬁicagni expert in
IBN sainfrases and PCsi Business Analysis, ystens_‘
Design, Programmeing. {214)690-8092

~ B —

FOR SALE: IBM Basic Coampiler {manual/disk) - $125.
New B0B7 math co-processor with 'matching’ B0B8
{easy to install) - $123. New,never used, Drchid
Technologies LAN starter kit im:ludin3 two boards,
cable, and version 2,49 software - $400. Call Ron
Hayes at 494-4931 8-3, or 333-0686 5-10 pa.

EAGLE SPIRIT XL user wants contact with other ' ' .
EAGLE users. (817} 450-B998 ' .

IBM PC XT w/312K Memory and 3-COKM Network Board. ' S
$3000, Call Chadd. 739-4492

North Texas PC News
2025 Rockcreek Drive
Arlington, TX 76010
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